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Access and Use

Acquisition Information:

The collection was a gift of Wilhelm G. Solheim II.
Access Restrictions:

The collection is open to research.
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Copyright:

Copyright is held by the Regents of the University of Michigan but the
collection may contain third-party materials for which copyright is not
held. Patrons are responsible for determining the appropriate use or
reuse of materials.

Preferred Citation:

UMMAA Object #/Document title. Accession #. Collection Name,
University of Michigan Museum of Anthropological Archaeology. Date
Accessed.

Biography

Wilhelm G. Solheim (1924-2014) was an American anthropologist and a pioneer in the
study of Philippine archaeology. He lived three years in the Philippines, excavating in
Calatagan (Batangas), Masbate (Kalanay Cave Site), and Luzon, before receiving his
PhD for his dissertation on the Philippine Iron Age, utilizing the material from the
Kalanay Cave Site. In 1997 he joined the archaeological studies program at the
University of the Philippines, and in 2003 the Solheim foundation was established in his
name, with intent to promote archaeological research in the Philippines. He passed away
in the Philippines in 2014.

Collection Scope and Content Note

Archaeological material-primarily potsherds—from various sites in the Philippines
including Fuga Island, Kalanay Cave Site, Batanes Islands, and Pefarrubia. The majority
of material is Chinese pottery. This material was collected between June 1952 - April
1953, during Solheim’s dissertation fieldwork. Most of the material was excavated, but
the material from Pefarrubia was surface collection, following a bombing of the barrio
wherein several of the jars were broken and tossed. It is also the location where Fay-
Cooper Cole did the majority of his research into the Tinguian; the owners of the vessels
had been informants of Cole and it is possible that some of the jars are those that were
described by him in Chinese Pottery in the Philippines (1912).

The collection has not been attributed to any Philippine ethnolinguistic groups. The
database information reflects what was provided by the donor. At this time, unless
otherwise indicated, it cannot be stated with specificity when or where the objects were
created.
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The collection contains human remains and associated burial items.

Supplementary material includes:
e Correspondence between museum and donor.
e Original museum inventory.
e Original donor inventory.

The collection contains the following objects (organized by the museum’s historic
naming conventions):

Container—Sherd (31 lots)

Tools and Equipment—Tool

Unassigned—Various Archaeological Material

Container—Plate

Agriculture and Subsistence—Fishing Objects—Net Sinker (2)

Subject Terms

Solheim, Wilhelm G. (Wilhelm Gerhard) (1924-2014)
Excavations (archaeology)

Archaeological Assemblages
Archaeology—Philippines

Pottery, Philippine

Pottery, Chinese
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